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DETROIT ARSENAL
Michigan Avenue and Monroe Boulevard
Dearborn, Wayne County, Michigan

Owner: Dearborn.

5

te of Erection: 1833,

|

Architect and Bullder: U.S,Government.

Present Condition: Fair.

Number of Stories: Varles according to building.

Materials of Construction: Brick.

Other ®xisting Records: See text.

Additional Data: See following pages.
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| Fort Brought l'xi-st “Bogm

“War " Depattiment; retoi-

BDearbern In 1833, Historyu rWashmgton ‘show,:that the Feéi e-;'
of City" Rﬁveals. : ral Governpignt- selected - the site:

In the rush and exmtement of -

1933 Dearborn ~ overlooked, last
vear, lhe hundredth anniversary
of the founding of the United
States Government Arsenal which
brought the fir 't'égoom of prusper-
ity to this/sthggdinfant, commn-

nity. The htshory of Dea.rbor_

‘now being compiled by Th
|

Ttie story of this fammm arsenal

ted rumors’ concernmg this h'
spot - e . :
| Some of the mater:al ‘as’told in
| the history, that will he- published

in book form, is made public be-

Hlow:
=3

born Independent tells, the authen—_

and puts te flight. many anfound-

. the -Arsenal at Dearbornville
th‘o%;mate]y ten, miles from De-
{troit 1n the northwest territory. in
1832.. Construction was started
ron the buildings ‘it the. 8pring of

'1833 ander the direction of Co]o—,
‘nel Joshua Howgid. Some of the’

lhulldmgs weres completed that
year but the entire arsenal was
Not-completed untit 1837, It was
| permanently ogcupled with a
force of two ‘officers and fifty ar-
gtlsa,ns and goldiers the followmg
i year,

| The arsenal was gccupied con-
Etinuousiy from 1838 until 1875, st
I'which time 1t was abandoned- as
‘a2 War Department projeet and
!Was transferred from the custody




WaT. maﬁe i

\ai(mg thg-
Teet K

, Eates 1o_t:ated in" the centers of the
i walls on the north and south sides

fwall -{acing Michigan avenue are

defense in ev
mthor H

awnue, ‘then simply a wmamg
trail, flom the Rl)v_el Rouge weat

neeted all 6f the buildings of - the
1ectang¥o The grounds had . two
points of enlrance through’ the
wull. These weve two sets of iran

of the arsenal at opposite ends of
what was known as the center
dmve, later ecalled Monroe Boule-
var. ranning thiough the middle
of t itie: arsenal grounds. ‘The old
iron gates that hung in the south

siill in existence, stored in | the
tarn of Mr. Lylel Ross, who pur- |
rliased them at an auvction sale
when the Fort was. bemg d1sman-
tied. :
The groiip of bu11dmg:~. Wh]ch
made up the arsenal, included |
eleven Zstyuetures,  Among the
first bafBdings to be constructed in
the group were the soldiers’ and

quarters. - This later
hich still stands, is city

enues,
5ut[81 shop in* the old aw;genal

mall
Mrsd Ottllege Prowell
The transfer was reco y

patent signed by M. McKean as}
<3@ tary to President Benjamin
on. The property was de-
<in the patent as lot No.
1 the Detroit Arsenal Grounds
i Mr'Klibbe. came into possessmn
-of t,he p!opel'ty in 1910 when; h
nupghased it from. Mrs. Py
The—‘w-alls of this "hovs 1
ithe aulid - brlck constructl i
narked ‘the type of building used’
‘hroughout the entire arsenal
The attic of this structurg, is;made
ame work of ]1e'wy“”biack

with {wooden pegs in a dgve~tall
“onqtructlon
The magazine building, of the

|pr0p61ty and NOW  SCTVES as the

Hm"’E“fEF poﬁcé' station. . Fory
many years precedingfhi consol-
idggion this buildiig “servéds
city and the village of Diearbirn
as oo Gxty Hall. Other buildings
of the original group that are
still standmg jneclude the building
now known as  Seandia Hall “on
Monroe Boulevard, This bulldmg

{ort, which was located some dis-
tance to the east of the arsenal
grounds on a kpoll,. still stands,
This: Building ﬁera-
by remodeled and “How . serves as
Pthe ' home of Mr. Lytel Ross and
his sistér, Elizabeth. The' Ross
family have been in possession of
4his. section of the original. Arse-
nal Grounds for many years, se-




‘childrén had gé'ingd access to an
underground . tunnel wj;it:h had

ing ints the river, pave’ fide 1o
these rumors, . This version of the'
sto substantzated by the fact:
‘tha in’ building sewcrs
ed anything in’
af whexe this ,

severai shell . Oﬁe of these shells

in the magazine and had caused

this. -

s asking them how
to chbpoqe of these. egg-shaped
plaster of paris, copper-bound
missiles of destruction, and was
advised to move them gently and
-_dlSp.OSe of them in the river. This
wag done. Thréee wagon loads of

A few years ago some boys swim-
ming in the River Rouge, near
this point, brought out of the wa-
tet what they thought was a huge
egg-shaped stone. Surprised at
the copper band around if, they
inquired of -Mr. Ross if it could
possibly’
bullets. He “examined it, - said
that it wag" 2ifd the boys prompt-
1y threw it back into the river.

tended between the arsenal
grounds and the magazine build-
ing along what. probably was a

a few years pr evious Had exploded ;

conmdgmble fear among the na-!
bmldmg ‘

these shells were transported on a
straw-cushioned wagon bottom?tbls streot was laid.

and thrown info the River Rouge. j‘hrough which boys had Yerawled

|

1

H

':'.fmm time to timeé as the arsén

|
|

served as the soldiers’ barraﬂg&&
' land the officers’ quarfers, locafad-
on the north¥side: of £hé ectan

5" sehnol buildings at Wdtmroe and
‘Garrison avenues.

S |Connecting ~ drains - and

be ohe of the orviginal’

A row of huge maple trees ex-!

f

.iﬂed -
served as & 3ewer, runnmg from '

the arsenal to an: open dlt.ch lead.- i

‘aldo  responsible- for the rumors

‘vezn's ago when the pavement on

War Departme‘nt. A
qewed for many years as
factory, known as the Arn
whére imitation

ere- manufactme

nd5 the Chppert fam-
d

ructure was, degt
- 3910,

Euildings and walls were dlS!.;!%‘lan-”:‘

of -i.he omg‘:nai ‘mrsenal served for
Imany years' as the Townshnp Hall,I
{prier to ity razing to ipke ﬂay
ilfor the ecomstruction o -
ness bull’dmgs on, M '
nue in 1929, The hmldmgs, whf@h

were dismantled to make ways for

A huge cistemn was” located in
the immediate center 0f the at-
senal & uare whi¢h™ gerved as a

from  ‘this . cistern #&re probably |
coneerning the underground tun-
nels that have been curvent fof
several vears. The huge cistern
that. .provided the "water supply
for the. arsenal was 1ocated direct-.

sr what is now ~Montos
Tt was filled | saveral

The tunnel

half way to the river,” it sis o
tirely reasonable to presume, was
the brick sewer through whichthe
sverflow from the cistern and
sewage was carcied from the ar-
senal grounds in a northeasterly
direction to an open ditch in the
teighborheod of Morlef avenue
*hat Jed direetly to the River
Rouge. This ditch and sewer was
cpvered ever when huilding con-
struction in this neighborhood be-
zan -to develop several years ago.
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